CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 




FILE NO: 430 

DATE: September 28, 1990 

TO: John C. Smith, Police Officer II, I.D. #4047 

FROM: Bob Burgreen, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Notice of Suspension 


This memo is being hand delivered to advise you that you are being suspended 
from your employment with the City ^ San Diego for the period of twenty (20) 
working days (200 hours) effective S 1,‘n^'fO • Prior to making 

this decision, you werg==-given writt^ notice of the grounds for this action by 
Captain J. B. Sing on iui>4 ^^flO . You were further given an 

opportunity to respond to' these charges, and as a.,part of the resp^se, you 
waived your pre-discipline (Skelly) hearing UcioCr2 ZS-'-, rR o 

On July 4, 1990, at 2230 hours, you were involved in a police equipment 
accident while driving equipment number 1207. You were driving on a 
simulated island and struck the raised median. In addition, you were 
operating your emergency equipment in an inappropriate manner. After the 
collision you failed to properly report the accident. 

When the accident was discovered and investigated on July 6, 1990, you made 
untruthful written and verbal statements to your immediate supervisor,and 
the investigating Traffic officers. Based on this information inaccurate 
reports were prepared. 

On August 15, 1990, the Fleet Safety Sergeant ruled that your accident on 
July 4, 1990, was "Preventable, Category 3." 

Therefore, based on the information available to me, I believe a suspension from 
duty is appropriate for the following reasons: 

You have violated Civil Service Rule XI, Section 3(d), in that you violated the 
following lawful or official regulations: 

A. Department Policy 1.12, IV, A., Operation of Police Vehicles, in that you 
failed to notify Communications that you were involved in a police equipment 
accident. 

B. Department Policy 1.12, E., Operation of Police Vehicles, in that you failed 
to fill out form RM-1551, Vehicle Accident Report, within 24 hours of the 
col 1 is ion. 

C. Department Policy 1.13, III, B 2, and 3, Emergency Vehicle Operation, in 
that you were operating your emergency lights and siren in an inappropriate 
manner. 
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D. Department Policy 9.3, Obedience to Laws, in that while operating the 
official police vehicle you were in violation of Vehicle Code Sections 
22651(A), driving through a simulated island, and 22350, speed for 
conditions. 

E. Department Policy 9.28, Department Reports, in that you failed to submit 
your daily journal in a timely manner^ and that your original ARJIS-9 and . 
RM-1551 reports concerning the collision contained false information. 

F. Department Policy 9.29, Truthfulness, in that you gave untruthful written 
and verbal statements to your immediate supervisor-and-investigating Traffic 
officers. These untruthful statements resulted in inaccurate police reports 
being filed. 

Previous disciplinary actions include; 



You are hereby notified that any further instances of misconduct may result in 
more serious disciplinary action, including termination. 

In accordance with Civil Service Rule XI, you have the right to appeal to the 
Civil Service Commission. If you wish to make this appeal, it must be done 
within five (5) working days after receipt of this notice. Your request for 
appeal must be in writing and must be delivered to the Personnel Director or his 
designated alternate within the five-day appeal period. The Personnel 
Director's Office is located on the ninth floor of the City Administration 
Building, 202 "C" Street, San Diego, California 92101. 

A failure to submit said written demand to the Civil Service Conmission within 
five (5) working days after receipt of this notice shall result in the waiver of 
your right to appeal and the forfeiture of all your rights to a hearing in the 
case before the Commission. 

You also have the right to prepare a written rebuttal and have it placed with 
this Notice of Suspension in your personnel file. Any rebuttal must be 
submitted to the Police Personnel Division within thirty (30) calendar days of 
receipt of this notice. 


Bob Burgreen 
Chief of Police 
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Thisjlotice o^Suspension was handed to me in the presence of ^7 JoW. 

01^ 1 ^ I have been given full explanation as to my right of 

appeal and instructions on how to proceed. Receipt of this memorandum is 
acknowledged. 


Date 

Date 



htness Signature 


cc: City Manager 

City Personnel Director 
Police Personnel Office-file 



CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 

430 


DATE: 

September' 28, 

1990. 

TO: 

John C. Smith, 

Police Officer II, I.D. #4047 

FROM: 

James B. Sing, 

Commanding Officer, Northern Division 

SUBJECT: 

Advance Notice 

of Adverse Action 


This is to notify you that I am recommending to the Chief of Police that you be 
suspended from your position as a Police Officer II for twenty (20) working 
days. I am proposing that your suspension be made effective at the earliest 
convenience of the Department, given your right to appeal my recommendation. 

This recommendation for your suspension is based on the fact that: 

On July 4, 1990, at 2230 hours, you were involved in a police equipment 
accident while driving equipment number 1207. You were driving on a 
simulated island and struck the raised median. In addition, you were 
operating your emergency equipment in an inappropriate manner. After the 
collision you failed to properly report the accident. 

When the accident was discovered and investigated on July 6, 1990, you made 
untruthful written and verbal statements to your immediate supervisor,and 
the investigating Traffic officers. Based on this information inaccurate 
reports were prepared. 

On August 15, 1990, the Fleet Safety Sergeant ruled that your accident on 
July 4, 1990, was "Preventable, Category 3." 

Therefore, based on the informationavailable to me, I believe a suspension from 
duty is appropriate for the following reasons: 

You have violated Civil Service.Rule XI, Section 3(d) , in that .you violated the 
following lawful or official regulations: - ......... 

A. Department Pol icy 1.12, _IV, A., Operation of Police Vehicles, in that you 
failed to notify Communications that you were involved in a police equipment 
accident. 

B. Department Policy 1.12, E., Operation of Police Vehicles, in that you failed 
to fill out form RM-1551, Vehicle Accident Report, within 24 hours of the 
collision. 

C. Department Policy 1.13, III, B 2, and 3, Emergency Vehicle Operation, in 
that you were operating your emergency lights and siren in an inappropriate 
manner. 
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D. , Department Policy 9.3, Obedience to Laws, in that while operating the 

vehicle you were in violation of Vehicle Code Sections 
22651(A), driving through a simulated island, and 22350, speed for 
conditions. 

E. Department Policy 9.28, Department Reports, in that you failed, to submit • 

journal in a timely manner, and that your original ARJIS-9 and 
RM-1551 reports concerning the collision contained false information. 

F. Department Policy 9.29, Truthfulness, in that you gave untruthful written 

and verbal statements to your immediate supervisor and investigating Traffic 
officers. These untruthful statements resulted in inaccurate police reports 
being filed. y 


Previous disciplinary actions include: 



Before any actionis taken on this recommendation to suspend you from duty, you 
have the opportunity to respond and present any information you wish as to why 
this action should not take place. You have the right to be represented and to 
respond either orally or in writing to me by on 

—^ 2 failure to respond to me by that time will be deemed a 
waiver of your opportunity to respond. A copy of all reports and previous 
discipline upon which this action is based is attached. These are listed below 


1. Officers John Smith and Peter Caruso's Daily Activity Journal, dated 
July 4, 1990. 

Report, dated July 6, 1990, written by Officer D. Jennes, 

.D. #3594, and S. Thompson, I.D. #3746, detailing the Police Equipment 
Collision of July 4-, 1990. . . . , ’ 

3. Vehicle Damage Report, form RM-1551, completed by Officer John Smith, on 
July 6, 1990. 


4. 


Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, 
by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 7, 1990. 


form RM-1567, completed 


5. ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer Caruso, dated July 9, 1990. 


6. ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer John Smith, dated July 9, 1990. 

7. Vehicle Damage Report, written by dated July 12, 1990. 

8. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Caruso and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 
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9. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 

10. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 24, 1990.. 

11. Amended Collision Report completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated 
July 28, 1990, detailing the collision of July 4, 1990. 

12. Amended Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, form RM-1567, 
completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 24, 1990. 

13. Memorandum, dated August 1, 1990, completed by Detective J. A. Stewart, 
Traffic Investigations Unit. 


14. Amended Vehicle Damage Report, form RM-1551, completed.by Officer Smith on 
August 2, 1990. 



16. City Manager Vehicle Collision Review and Prevention Program Report, 
#90-207, dated 08-15-90. 


The tape recorded interviews of Officers Smith and Caruso as well as the 
Communications tape of incident B6548 will be maintained by Sergeant Richard 
O'Hanlon. 


I witnessed the pej^onal -deli 



perl 

of this notice and the above 


ivery 



)ignature 


Without agreeing to or admitting to 
any of-the statements above, I admit 
receiving this notice and the above 


H^ec^oyjment^nr^^^i. 

Trt^Toyee^^gnatur^^"' 
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CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE MO: 430 

DATE: August 7, 1990 

TO: Gary L. Gollehon, Lieutenant, Northern Division 

FROM: Richard M. O'Hanlon, Sergeant, Beach Enforcement Team 

SUBJECT: Supervisor's Investigative Report Concerning Misconduct of 

Officer John C. Smith, I.D. #4047 


SUMMARY 

On July 4, 1990, at approximately 2230 hours. Officer John C, Smith was driving 
equipment number 1207. Officer Peter J. Caruso, I.D. #4009, was the passenger 
officer. Smith struck a raised asphalt median at 1100 Sea World Drive. This 
accident caused moderate damage to the police vehicle. This accident was not 
properly reported. Unit 1207 was found damaged the next morning by Northern 
Division garage personnel. 

On July 6, 1990, a traffic collision investigation was conducted. During this 
investigation Officer Smith made untruthful statements concerning the collision. 
The untruthful statements were made to Smith's immediate supervisor, Sergeant 
Richard M. O'Hanlon, I.D. #2699, as well as the investigating officers from 
Traffic Division. The untruthful statements made by Officer Smith were in both 
verbal and written form. Officer Smith also made untruthful written statements 
on form RM-1551, Vehicle Damage Report. Based on these untruthful statements an 
inaccurate collision report was completed. Also an inaccurate Supervisor's 
Vehicle Accident Report (RM-1567) was completed. Smith originally stated the 
collision occurred while he was responding "Code Three" to a "Cover Now" call. 
Subsequent investigation revealed that Smith was not responding to an emergency 
call when the accident occurred. Smith was operating a police vehicle unsafely 
when he struck a raised asphalt median. 

The Fleet Safety Sergeant ruled the collision a "Preventable, Category Three." 
(Accident #90-207.) 


INVESTIGATION 

0rw]ul^^990^^DDroximately 0700 hours, Northern Automotive Tedinidan 

attempted to drive equipment number 1207. ^^H|found 
the unit parked adjacent to the car wash along the east fence of the parking 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

lot. As started th e vehicl e he immediately noticed the gear shift 

indicator was broken. As ^^^^^rove the vehicle it became apparent the 
steering column and alignment were also damaged. 

Unit 1207 was placed on a rack where the damage could be evaluated further. An 
examination of the vehicle revealed significant undercarriage damage. The 
inside rear view mirror had been knocked off. The front bumper was misaligned. 
Both front rims were bent. There was damage to the front cowling near the hood 
latch. The inside hood bracing had two dents in it from being struck by the 
engine. 

Equipment number 1207 is assigned to the Northern Division Beach Enforcement 
Team. At the time the damage was discovered the odometer read 82109.5. miles 
Lieutenant R. L. James, I.D. #1469, was notified of the damaged vehicle. 

Lieutenant James advised me of the damaged vehicle when I arrived at work. I 
reviewed the Journals from July 1, 1990, through July 4, 1990, in an attempt to 
locate the last driver of that unit. During my review I was unable to locate 
the journal for Officers Smith and Caruso for July 4, 1990. I recalled seeing 
Smith and Caruso driving a black and white unit the evening of July 4, 1990. I 
did not recall what the equipment number was. I had seen the officers at the 
command post, at approximately 2200 hours on July 4, 1990, and advised them they 
were cleared to secure. 

Thursday, July 5, 1990 was a day off for Officers Smith and Caruso. 

On Friday, July 6, 1990, I told Smith and Caruso that I needed their journal 
from July 4, 1990. They stated they had inadvertently left the document at the 
lifeguard station at 700 Ventura Place. I ordered Smith and Caruso to retrieve 
the journal and return immediately to Northern with the document. This journal 
would indicate which vehicle Smith and Caruso were driving on the 4th. 

Approximately forty-five (45) minutes later I attempted to raise Smith and 
Caruso on the radio. I waU^e^^^^W^th^^^^^^n and saw Smith and Caruso by 
the garage area talking a mechanic. Unit 1207 was 

up on a rack. 

I as ked S mith and Caruso if they had retrieved their journal. They replied, 
"No,d|told us about the damaged car." Smith stated, "I guess I damaged the 
car more than I thought." 

At approximately 1915 hours I asked Smith and Caruso about their knowledge of_ 
the damaged vehicle. Sergeant Dave Douglas, I.D. #2237, was also present during 
this initial interview. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

Officer John Smith stated essentially the following about the damaged vehicle: 

We were going to the "Cover Now" at De Anza Cove. I started out from near 
Fiesta Island. Traffic was really backed up. I was going Code-3, with my 
lights and siren. I hit the curb. The call went Code-4 after we got on the 

freeway. I drove to Mission Bay Hospital and checked the car. I didn't 

notice any damage to the hood or anywhere else. The steering was a little 

off. The car drove fine the rest of the night. The gear shifter felt a 

little funny. 


Officer Caruso stated essentially the following: 

We were going to a cover call at De Anza Cove. John was driving, we hit the 
curb at Sea World Drive near 1-5. We hit pretty hard. We didn't have a 
problem with the car the rest of the night. John said the gear shifter felt 
a little funny. We stopped at Mission Bay Hospital and checked the car. 

I'm not a mechanic. I didn't notice any damage. We didn't look at the 
undercarriage. 


On July 6, 1990, a Traffic supervisor. Sergeant W. Clem, I.D. #1484, and 
Officers S. Thompson, I.D. #3746, and D. Jennes, I.D. #3594, responded to 
Northern Division to investigate the police equipment accident. The damage to 
Unit 1207 was identified and photographed. 

The following damage was identified: 

1. Cracked right turn signal and housing, cracked right front bumper area. 

2. Broken shift linkage. 

3. Damaged oil pan. 

4. Damaged front stabilizer bar. 

5. Bent front rims. 

6. Dents to the underside of the hood from the engine striking it. 

I ordered Smith and Caruso to locate their daily journal. I further instructed 
them to meet myself and the Traffic officers at Sea World Drive and Pacific 
Highway to locate the accident scene. 

Smith and Caruso retrieved their journal from July 4, 1990, and located the 
accident scene at 1100 Sea World Drive. At the accident scene Smith and Caruso 
gave written statements, ARJIS-9's, as to how the accident occurred. These 
reports were incorporated into the accident report written by Officers Jennes 
and Thompson, dated 07-06-90. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

The ARJIS-9 reports written by Smith and Caruso both indicated they were driving 
"Code Three" to a cover call at De Anza Cove. According to these reports Smith 
and Caruso were driving through a simulated island, eastbound on Sea World 
Drive. As they were driving through the island they struck a raised asphalt 
center median. Smith and Caruso stated that after striking the median the cover 
call went "Code Four." Smith drove to Mission Bay Hospital. Smith and Caruso 
stated they inspected the vehicle and did not see any damage. Smith stated the 
alignment appeared to be off. 

Smith and Caruso stated they drove this unit for the remainder of their shift. 
Smith and Caruso secured from their shift at approximately 2300 hours on 
July 4, 1990. 

The radio transmissions on Frequency Two and TAC were reviewed. The cover call 
occurred on July 4th, at 1626 hours. (Incident number 5642.) A parking 
controller was struck by a vehicle while directing traffic at De Anza Cove. 

This vehicle was subsequently located and the occupants were taken into custody. 
The tape recording indicates Smith and Caruso, Unit 171Z, never advised the 
dispatchers on either frequency they were responding to the cover call. 

A review of Smith and Caruso's journal for July 4th, shows they volunteered for 
the cover call. The time of the cover call noted on the journal is 1600 hours. 

The Traffic units completed their investigation and forwarded the accident 
report to the Fleet Safety Sergeant. Officer Smith completed a Vehicle Damage 
Report, form RM-1551. Smith indicated on this document he was enroute to a 
cover call at 1600 hours when the accident occurred. Smith wrote he was driving 
Code-3 in the center island, getting around stopped traffic when he struck the 
raised island. Smith further wrote he stopped at Mission Bay Hospital and 
inspected the police unit for damage. Smith indicated he did not see any 
damage. Smith wrote he first became aware of the damage when a garage mechanic 
told him about it. 

Smith completed his reports on July 6, 1990. 

On July 6, 1990, I completed a Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation 
Report, form RM-1567. My investigation was based on Smith and Caruso's verbal 
and written statements to the Traffic officers. My investigation indicated 
Smith was driving Code-3 to a "Cover Now" call at De Anza Cove, While driving 
through a simulated island Smith struck a raised asphalt median at 1100 Sea 
World Drive. My investigation also indicated this collision was not properly 
reported. The Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report and Vehicle 
Damage Report were forwarded to the Fleet Safety Sergeant. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

On Saturday, July 7, I was at 700 Grand Avenue with Chairperson 

of the Citizen's Review Board on Police Practices. Wii'i i nl iii(| with me 

as an observer. We were approached by a citizen who inquired as t^th^/^^^e 
of the officers involved in the accident. I asked this citizen, 
some general questions about the accident. 

stated the accident occurred on Sea World Drive. st^e^^^^ 

police car hit a raised island at about fifty (50) mph. I obtained 
information and told him I would contact him in the next few days. 

On July 8, 1990^^DDro)dm^e^’ 125 ^toi^s, I interviewed Automotive 
TechnicianHHfstated essentially the following: 

I got to work about 7:00 o'clock in the morning. I got into Unit 1207 to 
roadtest it. That is normally the first thing I do when I get to work. As 
soon as I got in the car I knew something was wrong with the car. The rear 
view mirror was knocked off. The right turn indicator was broken. The 
bumper was bent. The gear shift lever was loose and was touching the dash. 
The car was parked along the fence by the car wash. Also the fiberglass 
cowling was broken. When I drove the car you could tell something was 
wrong. I told my boss about the damage. Whoever damaged the car had to 
know they did it. 


On July 9, 1990, Officer Smith and Caruso hand-delivered ARJIS-9 reports to 
Sergeant Douglas. These reports stated the original ARJIS-9's submitted to the 
Traffic unit about the accident on July 6, 1990, were in error. The reports 
dated July 9, 1990, submitted by Smith and Caruso stated the accident occurred 
at 2230 hours. These reports stated Caruso and Smith did not check the vehicle 
for damage until they arrived at the Northern Substation. 


On July 9, 1990 , at a 
the telephone. 


)roximat ely 1410 hours, I interviewed 

jertinent information is as follows; 



over 


stated essentially the following: 


I was with^^^^^B. We were on Sea World Drive going towards 1-5. We 
were in the fast lane, closest to the middle. We were about two car lengths 
back from the intersection. I had the windows down, I saw flashing lights, 
but I didn't hear a siren. I heard skid marks. The police car went 
airborne after hitting the island. Two hubcaps came off. I thought they 
hit a sign but I can't be sure. The police car went north on 1-5 for two 
exits and then turned off. He was going over fifty miles per hour when he 
hit the median. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

On July 26, 1990, I reinterviewed The purpose of this interview 

was to clarif^th^time of the collision. The interview was conducted over the 
telephone. ^|i|^|stated essentially the following; 

The accident happened around 10:30 p.m. I'm sure of the time because it was 
after the fireworks. Traffic was bumper to bumper. 

(At this time I have been unable to interview^^^^^B passenger.) 

On July 11, 1990, I met with Detective James Stewart, I.D. #3378, of the Traffic 
Investigations Unit. Detective Stewart and I reexamined the collision scene and 
Unit 1207. The collision scene was photographed by Detective Stewart. Based on 
the examination of the collision scene and the damage to Unit 1207, Detective 
Stewart formed the following opinion: 

The driver of Unit 1207 would have to reasonably conclude that he/she was 
involved in an accident and should have been aware of the damage. There is 
not any damage on Unit 1207 consistent with the vehicle striking a sign. 

Detective Stewart's report is attached. 

The cost of repairing Unit 1207 is estimate^^^$94^^^^TT^^j^orm^^on is 
contained in a damage report submitted by 
July 12, 1990. This report is attached. 

On July 13, 1990, at approximately 1905 hours, I interviewed Officer Peter 
Caruso. Prior to the interview Caruso reviewed all of the written materials 
that had been compiled during my investigation. Caruso signed the "Internal 
Affairs Review of Materials Policy" in my presence. Officer Caruso was also 
given the Garrity Warning prior to the interview. Officer Caruso requested 
representation and the interview was concluded. 

On July 13, 1990, at approximately 1940 hours, I interviewed Officer John Smith. 
Prior to the interview Smith reviewed all of the written materials compiled 
during my investigation. Smith signed the "Internal Affairs Review of Materials 
Policy" in my presence. Officer Smith was also given the Garrity Warning prior 
to the interview. Officer Smith requested representation and the interview was 
concluded. 

On Jul y 20, 1990, at app roximately 1510 hours, I interviewed garage mechanic 
Arturoessentially the following: 

I was in the garage. Car 1207 was up on the rack. ^^^^^^^^Icame over 
and I asked them who messed up the car. I told them to check it out. This 
was Friday evening (July 6, 1990). 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

On July 24, 1990, at approximately 0800 hours, I interviewed Officer Peter 
Caruso. Also present was Caruso's attorney James Gattey. The interview was 
tape recorded. Prior to the interview Caruso and Gattey reviewed all of the 
documents I had compiled in this matter. I read Caruso the Garrity Warning 
prior to the interview. The interview was tape recorded. 

Caruso stated essentially the following: 

John was driving on July 4th. Traffic was backed up well past Sea World 
Drive, past the center divider both ways. John had the lights on and was 
tapping the siren. We were going 10-19, back up to the sub to secure at the 
end of shift. The accident happened about 11 o'clock in the evening. It 
didn't happen like we stated originally. It happened like we stated in our 
supplemental reports. 

We were going about thirty miles per hour or so when we hit. The time on 
the accident report is wrong. When we first learned of the accident, John 
was real worried that he was going to get terminated because we were going 
10-19 and not to a cover call. John thinks that you are not very fond of 
him. Plus statements that you made that any discipline we would get would 
be three times worse than anybody else. So instead of saying we were going 
10-19 we said we were going to a cover call. He said he was going to report 
it like that. I wasn't too keen on that. I did it to cover him. I knew I 
could change his mind probably over the weekend, and have us resubmit an 
addendum to the report, which we did. I had to work with him that night. 

He was my cover. If he submitted a report that says one thing and I submit 
a report that says he's lying, I would be putting myself at a risk. I 
weighed both of them and I wrote my report concurrent with his report. 

The accident happened when it was dark. Traffic was backed up from the 
beach because of the fireworks. There wasn't a cover call, John was driving 
to get around traffic. We hit a raised center island near Sea World and 
1-5. John did the journal that night. 

We parked the car in the back near the car wash. We always park back there 
because my own vehicle is parked back there, it is easy to unload. We 

didn't notice any hubcaps missing from the car. We did not put any hubcaps 

on the car. 

The accident was at about 10:30, right after we left the command post. We 

first became aware of the damage Friday after lineup, when we spoke to Art. 

John said that the steering felt a little funny. He let go of the steering 
wheel and the car went straight. I told him to hit the brakes, he did and 
the car didn't do anything unusual. I've been in accidents similar to that 
where the front end was totally messed.up, but this was fine. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

We never went to Mission Bay Hospital and checked the car. I don't recall 
the rearview mirror being knocked off. John left the journal down at the 
lifeguard tower. 

The accident was between 2230 to 2300, not earlier. We looked at the car 
when we got to Northern. I looked under the front and didn't see anything. 
John looked a little more than I did and he didn't see anything. The reason 
for the error in the time of the accident was because John thought he would 
be in trouble if he reported that we were going 10-19. He wanted to say we 
were going to the cover call. I went along with it. I knew I could get him 
to change his story, which we did, to what it was. At the time he wanted to 
report it like that. 

I could have reported it the way it happened. But I would put him in a 
position where he was lying or I was lying. I had to work with him the next 
night. 

(At this point the tape ran out. The unrecorded conversations were 
summarized on side two of the tape. The gap was approximately forty-five 
seconds.) 

I first became aware of the damage on Friday. The mechanic told John about 
it and John called me over. We went down to the P.O.A. and told them about 
it. We wrote an addendum to clarify the matter. 

The interview was concluded at 0825 hours. 

On July 24, 1990, at approximately 1405 hours, I interviewed Officer John Smith. 
Steve McMillan, Smith's representative, was also present. Prior to the 
interview Smith and McMillan reviewed all of the documents that I had compiled 
during the course of my investigation. Smith and McMillan also listened to the 
interview of Officer Caruso. Smith signed the "Internal Affairs Review of 
Materials Policy" in my presence. Smith was given the Garrity Warning prior to 
the interview. The interview was tape recorded. Smith stated essentially the 
following: 

Pete and I were in a black and white, equipment 1207, on July 4th. I was 
driving. The incident happened about 10:30, 11:00 o'clock p.m. We had just 
left the command post at Sunset Point. Traffic was heavy. I was going 
eastbound on Sea World Drive. 

I was driving on the center island and hit a raised island. I was driving 
on the island to get around traffic. I was going about 30 mph. I had my 
lights and siren on. I had the amber on and the red light on to the front. 
Periodically I would hit the siren. I don't think they were on the full 
rotation mode. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

I hit the island and came off of it. I went on 1-5. I didn't take any off 
ramps before La Jolla Village Drive. I parked the car in the back row. I 
normally park there. I examined the car about 11:15. I walked around the 
front and looked underneath the front end. I didn't look at the tires. I 
didn't notice any hubcaps missing. I didn't notice the rearview mirror 
missing. 

It felt like the wheel was a little funny. I let go of the wheel and the 
car went straight. I hit the brakes and the car didn't pull to either side. 

I did the journal that night. I left the journal in the lifeguard tower. I 
found it on the desk on the second floor. I did not put any hubcaps on the 
car. 

I first found out about the damage on Friday when I came back to work. The 
mechanic asked if I was driving the car. He said I messed it up. He said 
there was damage to the undercarriage. When I looked at it on the Fourth I 
didn't notice anything. 

Initially I said the accident occurred during a cover call, about 8 o'clock, 
8:30. I said that because I feared retaliation, from the command, because 
we were using the lights when we weren't supposed to. 

The accident actually occurred around 10:30 p.m., like we wrote in our 
addendum reports. We wrote the addendums on Monday. 

When I told you that I looked at the car at Mission Bay Hospital that was 
incorrect. After the accident I drove right to the station. The accident 
occurred at 10:30, initially I said the accident occurred earlier. The 
initial traffic report is wrong. 

The interview was concluded at 1420 hours. 

On July 29, 1990, I wrote an amended collision report. This report indicates 
the correct time of the collision, 2230 hours. The report also reflects that 
Officer Smith was not driving "Code 3" in response to a "Cover Now" call. The 
report indicates that Smith was driving through a simulated island trying to get 
around traffic when he struck the raised island. Smith was not responding to a 
radio call but instead was driving to Northern Division when the impact 
occurred. 

On July 29, 1990, I prepared a revised Supervisor's Vehicle Accident 
Investigation Report, form RM-1567. 

On August 2, 1990, I received a revised Vehicle Damage Report, form RM-1551, 
from Officer Smith. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

The "Amended" collision report, revised supervisor's investigation and revised 
vehicle damage report have been forwarded to the Fleet Safety Sergeant. 

On August 16, 1990, Keith R. Grote, I.D. #1380, Fleet Safety Sergeant, ruled 
that Smith's accident was a "Preventable, Category 3" collision. 

On August 16, 1990, Officer Smith was advised of the finding concerning his 
collision by the Fleet Safety Sergeant. 


CONCLUSION 


Officer Smith was driving a marked unit through a simulated island at 1100 
Sea World Drive. Smith struck a raised island while driving through the median. 
Smith was not responding to an emergency radio call when the collision occurred. 
Smith was operating his emergency equipment in an improper manner. After the 
collision Smith did not properly report the accident. This action by Smith left 
a damaged unit available for other police personnel to use. The damage was of 
the extent that the vehicle was a considerable safety hazard for anyone else to 
operate. 

When Smith was confronted with the damaged unit he gave false statements as to 
the time and nature of the collision. Smith completed a Vehicle Damage Report 
in an untruthful manner. Based on Smith's statements an inaccurate collision 
report and Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report were completed. 


An amended collision report. Vehicle Damage Report, and Supervisor's Accident 
Investigative Report have been submitted. 



Officer John C. Smith has violated Civil Service Rule XI, Section 3(d) in that 

he violated the following lawful or official regulations: 

A. Department Policy 1.12, IV, A., Operation of Police Vehicles, in that you 
failed to notify Communications that you were involved in a police equipment 
accident. 

B. Department Policy 1.12, E., Operation of Police Vehicles, in that you failed 
to fill out form RM-1551, Vehicle Accident Report, within 24 hours of the 
collision. 

C. Department Policy 1.13, III, B 2, and 3, Emergency Vehicle Operation, in 
that you were operating your emergency lights and siren in an inappropriate 
manner. 
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CONCLUSION (Continued) 

D. Department Policy 9.3, Obedience to Laws, in that while operating the 
official police vehicle you were in violation of Vehicle Code Sections 
22651(A), driving through a simulated island, and 22350, speed for 
conditions. 

E. Department Policy 9.28, Department Reports, in that you failed to submit 
your daily journal in a timely manner, and that your original ARJIS-9 and 
RM-1551 reports contained false information. 

F. Department Policy 9.29, Truthfulness, in that you gave untruthful written 
and verbal statements to your immediate supervisor and investigating Traffic 
officers. These untruthful statements resulted in inaccurate police reports 
being filed. 

Attached are the following documents and materials: 

1. Officers John Smith and Peter Caruso's Daily Activity Journal, dated 
July 4, 1990. 

2. Collision Report, dated July 6, 1990, written by Officer D. Jennes, 

I.D. #3594, and S. Thompson, I.D. #3746, detailing the Police Equipment 
Collision of July 4, 1990. 

3. Vehicle Damage Report, form RM-1551, completed by Officer John Smith, on 
July 6, 1990, 

4. Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, form RM-1567, completed 
by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 7, 1990. 

5. ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer Caruso, dated July 9, 1990. 

6. ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer John Smith, dated July 9, 1990. 

dated July 12, 1990. 

8. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Caruso and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 

9. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 

10. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 24, 1990. 


7. Vehicle Damage Report, written by 
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CONCLUSION (Continued) 

11. Amended Collision Report completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated 
July 28, 1990, detailing the collision of July 4, 1990. 

12. Amended Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, form RM-1567, 
completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 24, 1990. 

13. Memorandum, dated August 1, 1990, completed by Detective J. A. Stewart, 
Traffic Investigations Unit. 


14. Amended Vehicle Damage Report, form RM-1551, completed by Officer Smith on 
August 2, 1990. 



16. City Manager Vehicle Collision Review and Prevention Program Report, 
#90-207, dated 08-15-90. 

The tape recorded interviews of Officers Smith and Caruso as well as the 
Communications tape of incident B6548 will be maintained by Sergeant Richard 
0'Hanlon. 

Appropriate disciplinary action is recommended. 



Northern Division 


RM0:mlr 
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SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT TRAFFIC COLLISION REPORT 


PRIMARY CAUSE NO. INJURED 



primary cause 


SECTION 







COUNTY 

NCIC# 

SAN DIEGO 

3711 





Paga__of 


COLLISION NUMBER 


DAY OF WEEK 

S M T®T F S 


CLASS OF COLLISION 
n 1. Fatal ^ n_i. 

□ 2, Injury (P* ^ 


L [Zl 1. At Inter- I 

>r—k section |- 

nj2. Not at I 

Intersection 
l—l 3. On Public 1 


INVESTIGATED 


STREET ((yr^sCENE 


INJURY, FATAL OH TOW AWRY 
n YES (B NO 


NO. VEH‘S. INVL’D. PHOTOGRAPHS 

ON^tZ- ^0)yes 


FOR OFFICE USE I FOR OFFICE USE TOTAL 


„ „ I_I 3. On Public 

Prop. Damage _ Property . OFF . T-; ar 

Only □ 4, On Privale STREET ( □ 

Property ^ scene 




IMD. FORM SENT D 


SAFETY VEH. Yfl. 


NAME (FIRST. MIOOLE. LAST) --r 

omct r F\ftK I cs iTl-\" 


PARKED CITY/STATE/ZIP I 

” CA _ 

BICY- I SEX I HAIR | EYES [ HEIGHT | WEIGHT 
GUST 


OWNER’S NAME/ADDREfiS Q SAME AS DRIVER j O 5^ 


STREET OR HIGHWAY 

oo 


DESCRIBE VEHICLE DAMAGE 



G unkN 

G NONE 

G MINOR 

Cff^oo. 

G major 

G TOTAL 


INSURANCE CARRIER POLICY NUMBER 

SlZUr C\T^/ 


VIOLATION CHARGED 

_ 2 _ 


PARTY DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER 

2 


DRIVER NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE. LAST) 

a 


PEDES' STREET ADDRESS 
TRIAN 

□ ' 


PARKED CITY/STATE/ZIP 
VEH. 

o 


eiCY- SEX HAIR EYES HEIGHT WEIGHT 
CLIST 


STATE CLASS SAFETY VEH. YR. MAXE/MOOEL/COLOR 
EQUIP. 


LICENSE NUMBER 


OWNER'S NAME/AODRESS □ SAME AS DRIVER 


DIR. OF ON STREET OR HIGHWAY 
TRAVEL 


SPEED SPEED 
LIMIT 



91 


OTHER HOME PHONE 

° ( ) 

INSURANCE CARRIER 


SKETCH 


BUSINESS PHONE 

( ) 


POLICY NUMBER 




o 

INDICATE 

NORTH 


DESCRIBE VEHICLE DAMAGE 

G UNKN. LI none G minor 
I G MOD. G major G total 

DISPOSITION OF VEHICLE ON ORDERS OF: □ OFFICER □ DRIVER □ OTHER 
VIOLATION CHARGED 

I_— 2- 

3, _ _ Form_—- 

INVESTIGATION NARBATIVE/ADDITIONAL WITNESSES 




I^^A^O^CT 

^~l^M^0rV-fJtsc^<^or//oos'^OOoi^CC> CRc 


PD'154 (Rev. 1-08) 


COLLISION NUMBER: 



























































EXPLAIN IN NARRATIVE 





YES □ □ BELT Q HEU4ET 
SAFETY DEVICE IN USE’ NO Q Q CHILD RESTRAINT 


TAKEN TO (INJURED ONLY) BY 


PRIMARY CAUSE 


2. VIOLATED PED. RT. 

OF WAV 

3. VIOLATED RT. OF WAY 
AUTO 

4. PED. IN VIOUTION 

YLLOWINQ CLOSE 
. WRONG SIDE OP RO. 

7. IMPROPER PASSING 
e. IMPROPER TURN 
9. DISREGARDED STOP 

10. DISREGARDED TRAP. 
SIGNAL 

11. IMPROPER SIGNAL 

12. IMPROPER START 

13. NOUGHTS 


VEHICLE DEFECTS 


SOBRIETY-DRUG 



COLLISION OF MOTOR VEH. WITH 


1. RAN OFF ROAD 

2. OVERTURNED IN ROAD 


4. MOTOR VEH. IN TRAFFIC 

5. PARKED MOTOR VEH. 


9. FIXED OBJECT 


11 OTHER NON-COLLISION 



DRIVER’S VISION OF 
PEDESTRIAN LIMITED BY: 


1. STANDING TRAFFIC 


2. PARKED CAR OR TRUCK 


3. BUS AT BUS STOP 


4. NO STREET LIGHTS 



1. GOING STRAIGHT 
AHEAD 

2. CHANGING LANES 

3. MAKING RIGHT TURN 

4. MAKING LEFT TURN 

5. MAKING U TURN 


6. SLOWING OR 
STOPPING 

7. STARTING IN 
TRAFFIC 

6. STARTING FROM 
PARKED POSITION 
9. STOPPED IN TRAFFIC 


19 DRIVERLESS 
MOVING VEH. 


ROAD CONDITION 


CONSTRUCTION ZONE 


1. BARRICADES PRESENT 


2. ROAD CON8TR. 

3. OTHER CONSTR. 


TRAFFIC CONTROL 


1. TRAFFIC SIGNAL FUNC. 

2. TRAP. SIO, NOT FUNC. 


4. WARNING ON YIELD 
6. FLASHING SIGNAL 


7. OFFICER OR 
WATCHMAN 

A NO CONTROL 
PRESENT 


2. PHYSICAL HANDICAP 


4. SLEEPY/FATIGUEO 


6. APPARENTLY NORMAL 


PED’S CONDITION 


1. HAD NOT BEEN DRINKING 


2. HAD BEEN DRINKING 


3. UNDER DRUG INFLU, 


1. PHYSICAL HANDICAP 


2. APPARENTLY NORMAL 


PED'8 ACTION 


4. SITTING OR UYING 


5. WALKING BICYCLE 



PED ATTEMPTED EVASIVE ACTION 

YES n NO n UNK n 


DRIVER ATTEMPTED EVASIVE ACTION 
YES D NO Q UNK Q 


PED CROSSING IN 


1. LEGAL UNMARKED CROSSWALK 


2. MARKED CROSSWALK 


3. MARKED SCHOOL CROSSWALK 


4. NOT IN CROSSWALK 


WHERE WAS PED STRUCK? 


1, IN ROADWAY AT INTERSECTION 


2. IN ROADWAY NOT AT INTERSECTION 


4. ON SIDEWALK 


5. ON SHOULDER 


WHAT WAS PED DOING? 


1. CROSSING WITH SIGNAL 

2. CROSSING AGAINST SIGNAL 

3. CROSSING UNSIGNALIZED INTERSECTION 

4. CROSSING INT. DIAGONALLY 

5. WALKING ALONG ROAD: 

A. FACING TRAFFIC 

B. NOT FACING TRAFFIC 

6. GETTING ON/OFF VEHICLE 
7 PUSHING OR WORKING 

'on vehicle 

8. OTHER WORKING IN ROAD 

9, GOING TO on FROM BUS 

in GOING TO OR FROM 
''' ice CREAM VENDOR 

11. PLAYING IN STREET 

12. PUYING NEXT TO STREET 

,, ACaOENTLY ENTERED 
''*■ STREET 

14. ENTERING BEHIND 
PARKED VEHICLE 


REPORTING OFFICER 

























































































































SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION SUMMARY 


Pg J* of 


COLLISION LOCATION 




DATE ! j 


_ 

7/4Vfo 


OFFICER'S CONCLUSIONS: (summarize the coll inv. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 


RfOrs 


LAG? 



PD-15S (R«v. 9 67} 


ANOTHER FORM 156 IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED FOR SUMMARY/NARRATIVE) 
























I SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT / 

COLLISION SUMMARY 
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COLLISION LOCATION 
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TIME 

PEASONCITSD ^ 

DATE OF BIRTH 
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APPEARANCE DATE 
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DATE OF BIRTH 

CHARGE 

APPEARANCE DATE 


OFFICER’S CONCLUSIONS: (summarize the coll im. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 



PD-I 86 (REV. 1-87) 


(USE ANOTHER FORM 156 IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED FOR SUMMARY/NARRA TIVE) 


































OFFICER'S REPORT ONLY 
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SAN DIEGO REGIONAL 
OFFICER'S REPORT 
NARRATIVE 
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SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 




PAGE 


SKID-SPEED INFORMATION; 


DESCRIPTION OF ROADWAY 


TYPE OF ROAD/CONDITION: 


ROAD CONSTRUCTION! 


DIRECT ION/GRADE! 


TEST SKID INFORMATION 


TIRE INFORMATION 

ACCIDENT VEHICLE 




PHOTOS 
TAKEN? . 


POLAROID: 


SKID DATA 


CENTRIFUGAL SCUFF 


MARK USED: 



TIME OF TEST: 



TEST VEHICLE/DRIVER INFORMATION 


I.D. NO. DIVISION 


YEAR!MODEL TYPE 


RADAR NO. CALIBRATED OPERATOR 

□ INTERNAL □ TUNING FORK 



TEST COORDINATOR! 


TEST VEHICLE 


MANUFACTURE 


MODEL! 


DIVISION: 


ICDISI 

II29H 


HOW WAS l.C.P. ESTABLISHED?: 


DRAG FACTOR: TEST SKID 


CALCULATIONS/DESCRIPTION OF DIAGRAM: 


SYMBOLS 


M. = DRAG FACTOR 


V» SPEED FPS 


e-= GRAVITATIONAL , 
CONSTANT (32,2FBS) 


M= MIDDLE ORDINATE 


D= DISTANCE SKID LENQTH(FT.) 


Bli 

mm 


FORMULAS 


D -C . M 

FPSX15_, 


CENTRIFUGAL SCUFF EXAMPLE 


ARC SHAPED _ 

SCUFF IV1ARK_^,.,.^'^-j -- 


Rg.<r MPHX22 



R = RADIUS 
































































FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND/OR CITY ATTORNEY OF SAN DIEGO 

I • ) 

# _ 

POLICE EQUIPMENT ACCIDENT 
DATA SHEET 



WATCH/DIVISION; 

UNIT NUMBER: 

C.D.L.: 

DAYS WORKED THIS WEEK: 
HOURS WORKED TODAY: 



SEAT BELT: 
n PASSENGER: 

SEAT BELT: 

#2 PASSENGER: 


HARNESS: LAP BELT: _ 

NAME: #OFFiCEk - uviLiAN: 



HARNESS: A LAP BELT: _ 

NAME: ^OFFICER - CIVILIAN 


SEAT BELT: 

ESTIMATE OF SPEED: 
NATURE OF CALL 



EQUIPMENT NUMBER/MILES: 


MILES: 



EMERGENCY LIGHTS: YES: NO: 


YELLOW ONLY: 
RED/YELLOW ONLY: 
ALL-RED/BLUE/YELLOW: 
SIREN: 

HEADLIGHTS: 

BRIGHTS: 

SPOTLIGHT: 

HORN: 


-:2C- 

- 2 ^ 


-A 


_X_ 

-X- 




VEHICLE DAMAGE - DESCRIBE 


INJURED PASSENGER OR PEDESTRIAN lAGEI ADDRESS 


INJURED PASSENGER OR PEDESTRIANIAGB 


INJURED PASSENGER OR PEDESTRIAN lAGEI ADDRESS 



TELEPHONE jlNJURY 


TELEPHONE I 


iTELEPHONE IINJURY 



NON-VEHICUL AR DAMAGE - DESCRIBE - LOCATION 



LOCATION OF ACCIDENT 

DESCRIBE HOW DAMAGE OCCURRED > USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NEEDED. 

DRAW AND INCLUDE DIAGRAM IF IT WILL HELP YOU EXPLAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 

X -TO A A co«,^ 

iX A ^ 

■'a3c^ ^ ‘♦'T sn- 

^ STo'p^E'^ Jr. 

COtfT Trilg, Ch^ X: P\0 

^ ^ *3^3) va>mA tt-I . » l o V.sjrV- 


POLICE AGENCV t^^V5:STI0 ATING 


PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BLOCK 



USE ADDITIO 




EHICLES, VICTIMS OR DAMAGE 































































SUPERVISORS VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATION REPORT 


ORIGINAL* SAFETY DIVISION 

YELLOW - CLAIMS 

GREEN - ORIGINATING DEFT. 


I, EMPLOYEE NAME (PRINT LAST, FIRST, M.I.) 2^0CIA^ECURITT^ UMBER I 3. DEPT./DI VISION 

S MITH . JOHN C.... Police-Norl 

8. JOB CUASSIFICATION 6. EMPLOYEE STATUS! SEASONAL □ C 

. r-^ r r • T T PERM PART TIME □ A HOLIRL.Y □ D 

Police Officer II perm full time^cXb LIMITED Oe 


8. TIME IN CLASSIFICATION! 9. EMPLOYED WITH CITYi 


LESS THAN 30 DAYS □ A 
1 TO 3 MONTHS D B 

4M0S.T0 1YEAR Dc 
1 TO S YEARS 3® D 

OVER 5 YEARS D E 


LESS THAN 1 YEAR □ A 
I TO 8 YEARS 3(D5 B 

6 TO 10 YEARS □ C 

OVER 10 YEARS CDd 




a 15. ACTION OF CITY VEHICLE! [CHECK ALL THAT APPLY! 


PARKED CJa 

STOPPED IN TRAFFIC □ B 
PREPARING TO STOP Oc 
STARTING IN TRAFFIC no 
MOVING FORWARD E) E 


LEFT TURN 
RIGHT TURN 
U-TURN 
ROLLAWAY 
BACKING 


CHANGING LANES 
OTHER (BE SPECIFIC) 


I 1. CITY VEHICLE! I 2, I F YES, GIVE 
I 3. VEHICLE SIZE & TYPE (EX. V« TON P/U ) 

4 door sedan 


14.VEHICLE MAKS aYEARfEX. FORD/1969) 

1988 Ford 

16. ACCIDENT SITE! 

□ k yard Da OFFROAD/ Df 
Dz STREET XSb landfill 

auley Dc private prop D g 

PARK D D FREEWAY D H 
_ BEACH De other Dz 


17. DAMAGE TOi (CHECK THAT 18.INJURIES: I 9. TYPE OF RESPONSE! 20. ACCIDENT PROPERLY REPORTED 

APPLY) EMERGENCY l^j-A NON-EMER.Db| YES D A _ NO B 

CITY VEHICLE M A NONE K1 A 21.AT TIME OF ACCIDENT HAD TRAINING BEEN^IVENl ^ 

EMPLOYEE VEHICLE Ub CITIZEN Db WITHIN 30 DAYS D 6 MOS. TO 1 YEAR OVER 5 YEARS Q 

OTHER VEHICLE Dc EMPLOYEE Dc I TO « MONTHS D 1 TO S YEARS D NONE GIVEN D 

CITY PROPERTY gO BOTH Do 22.LOCATION OF ACCIDENT! 23. TIME OF DAY- 

OTHER PROPERTY De , m 

_ 1100 Sea World Drive 4:00 

DESCRIBE HOW ACCIDENT OCCURRED, INCUUDE ANY VIOLATIONS OF CITY OR DEPT, POUICY( ACTION OF OTHER VEHICLE ROAD 

CONDITIONS. EQUIPMENT MALFUNCTION, ETC. (BE SPECIFIC)t 

SEE ATTACHED REPORT - 


OTHER VEHICLE 
CITY PROPERTY 
OTHER PROPERTY 


EMPLOYEE □ C 


IlOO Sea World Drive 



PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT (WHY DID THE ACCIDENT OCCUR)i 

SPEED FOR CONDITIONS 



WHAT HAS BEEN/WILL BE DONE TO PREVENT RECURRENCE (PLACE AN "X" BY ITEMS COMPLETED)! 

THIS COT.LISION WILL BE REVIEWED AT THE COMMAND LEVEL FOR DISPOSITION. 















■J SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


^ DATE (occurr.): July 4, 1990 
TIME (occurr.): 1600 hours 

LOCATION: 1100 Sea World Drive 


SUBJECT; 


Supervisor's Investigation of Police Equipment Collision 


Officer John C. SMITH #4047-was driving police equipment'number r .-'" '-rr 
1207 on July 4, 1990. Officer Peter J. CARUSO #4009 was the 
passenger officer. ■■ ' ■ : 


Officers SMITH and CARUSO were,responding tp a "Cover Now" call 
at De Anza Cove at approximately-Tl600 hours. Traffic was extremely 
congested on Sea World Drive :due'<to tlie,July 4th holiday. SMITH 
was driving northbound on ..Sea' World'Drive in the center island 
(painted) trying to avoid traffic. Prior to entering the islhnd 
SMITH activiated the vehicle's emergency lights and siren. 


SMITH proceeded northbound on Sea World,Drive and was approaching 
the 1-5 overpass. As SMITH approached the south edge of the bridge 
there is ;a raise.d:Ushalt island. SMITH was driving over thirty(30) 
m.p.h. at this point. 


SMITH attempted to avoid the island by braking. SMITH struck the 
south edge of the island with the front end of equipment 1207. 

The unit became airborne and landed on the island. Gouge marks 
were found at the point of impact and where the undercarriage 
contacted the island. SMITH continued driving northbound on the 
island. The '!Cover Now" call went "Code Four" prior to SMITH and 
CARUSO arriving. 

SMITH drove the vehicle to Mission Bay Hospital where both he 
and CARUSO "inspected" the vehicle for damage. SMITH and CARUSO 
later stated that they did not find any damage. They also stated 
that the vehicle was difficult to shift and appeared to be out of 
alignment immediately after striking the island. 


SMITH drove the vehicle until the end of his shift". (2400 hours) 

, He parked the .vehicle at the Northern Division station.- ,.Nor.thern..„ f , 


...Division garage, personnel located the damaged unit at approximate 
.,,;ly. 0700 on Thursday. (07-05-90) .Lieutenant R. JAMES-.#1469 was f. 
‘fiotified of the damaged vehicle' shortly after its discovery. 


V.'. Equipment' number. 1207 is assigned the the Northern Division 
' Beach Enforcement Team. •• 



On Thursday morning, 07-05-90, Lieutenant JAMES contacted me and 
advised me of the damaged vehicle. I recall seeing SMITH and 
CARUSO drving a black and white sedan on July 4th. I do not 
recall the equipment number. 


Reporting Officer Sgt. Richard M. 0 ' HANLON I.D. # 26 99 Division ^® ^ ' 


Approved By 


D y S-' I 

Date of this report 


07^^0700 


1930 


PD*I 53A <1 1-77) 






SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


DATE (occurr.): 
TIME (occurr.); 
LOCATION; 


SUBJECT: Police Equipment Collision pg. 2 



On 07-06-90 I was in the process of trying to locate SMITH and 
CARUSO's daily/activity journal Too? . 07 - 04 - 90. I saw SMITH and 
CARUSO at the garage area of Northern. Unit' numberTI207T\-wasimp 
on the rack at this time. . . . - . 

Officer SMITH stated at this point, "I guess I really damaged . 
the car." This was at approximately 1820 hours. (SMITH and 
CARUS)0:were both off on Thursday, 07-06-90) A Traffic unit and 
'Traffic supervisor responded to.Northern Division. The accident 
scene was located and a collision reppsi,t was made. 

The'damage to equipment number 1207 . includes but is not limited 
■'.to the following; bent front.rims, a broken gear shift indicator, 
fractured right turn signal, front bumper damage, hood damage 
and substantial engine and undercarriage damage. 

Based on the damage to Unit number 1207 and the damage located at 
the collision scene the following conclusion is reached. 

Officer John C. SMITH was involved in a police equipment colli¬ 
sion on 07-04-90 at approximately 1600 hours. The damage to 
Unit number 1207 was of such magnitude that SMITH and his partner 
Peter J, CARUSO should have known that they were involved in 
a police equipment collision. 

^^^icer John C. SMITH, the driver, failed to properly report 
the collision to a police supervisor according to established 
department policy. 





Reporting Officer 
Approved By 




I.D. # 2699 Division N-B.E.T, 


Date of this report 07 - 07 - 90 


Time 


1930 
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APPROVED BY: 


MONTH 
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YEAR 

TIME 
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Un /)aLy(2,yAS. d&A 
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o<^ 
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//30 


CONTINUED 


ARJIS-9 (REV. 9-84) 






























i 


SAN DIEGO REGIONAL ’ 
OFFICER’S REPORT 

CONTINUEDi □ ARR./juv.coN. NARRATIVE 


' |4 1-1 CRIME 

[n OTHER 

PAGE 

1 Q. 

CASE NUMBER 

CODE SECTION AND DESCRIPTION {ONE INCIDENT ONLY) 

11 R3, FOUCE___ 

MONTH 

07 

DAY 

04 

YEAR 

40 

DAY OF WEEK 

TIME 

LOCATION OF INCIDENT (OR ADDRESS) CITY 
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PERSON(S) INVOLVED: VICTIM 
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DAMAGE REPORT 


equipment# _ Date: -J. | _ 

^ake: ^ Model: \]\'aa 2 :.a H 

R)License # 


■itie: K\CT^L Pv2A S 


DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE / 

<r<r 


Page \ of {_ 

Mileage: g>^ igc 




1^! 


\V M 





r 


® THE CITY OF 

SAN DIEGO 

SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
330 ISthAvenue 
San Diego, Celilornla 92101 
MS 730 
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TOTALS ► UP5 


FRONT 










. ' -; 

■OB! 

"cH 

■B 

■BBi 


■BBi 




5i\-^ 





PARTS PRICE 


^} 33 


n; 


Telephone: 



SUPPLIES 


SUBLET 


TOWING 



TOTAL 


$9#S38 
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SAN DIEGO POyiCE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


) 


\\DATE (occurr.): July 4, 1990 
'HME (occurr.): 2230 hours 
LOCATION: 1100 Sea World Drive 

SUBJECT: AMENDED REPORT-Police Equipment Accident-Officer John C. SMITH ID 4047 


"FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND/OR THE CITY ATTORNEY" 

The original traffic report submitted by Officers JENNES #3594 and THOMPSON #3746 
concerning the police equipment accident with Officer John C. SMTIH #4047 must 
be amended for the following reasons: 

1. The original report lists the time of the accident as 1801 hours. Further 
investigation revealed that the accident occurred at 2230 hours. 

2. The -initial report indicates that SMITH was driving in a "CODE THREE" 
response to a "COVER NOW" call at De Anza Cove. In fact, SMITH was 
driving through the center island with his red and yellow lights only 
when the collision occurred. SMITH was enroute to the Northern Division 
station when he struck the island. SMITH was NOT responding to any radio 
call. a^ITH was driving through the island to avoid traffic that had backed 
up on Sea World Drive due to the Fourth of July fireworks. 

The investigation into the collision is continuing. Also the fact that the 
accident was not properly reported is being investigated. 

-Appropriate disciplinary action will be recommended for Officers SMITH and 
CARUSD for their involvement in this incident. 

A revised collision report, dated 7-28-90 is attached. 



PO I 53 A (11-771 








SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT TRAFFIC COLLISION REPORT 


PRIMARY CAUSE 


SPEED 
nniM 22350 


SECTION 


I COLLISION OCCURRED ON 


H i fl CITY 
FELONY 

□ SAN DIEGO 


HitR COUNTY 

T- SA 


SAN DIEGO 



MO. I DAY I YR. TIME 


DAY OF WEEK 


0 _1100_^^a3!oTldJ^rve_be'^ic Jjv^;_ 07 | 04 { 90 2230 s m t t f s 


and 1-5 


INJURY, FATAL OR TOW AWAY 
D YES 


N Q o^fss 


FFFT/uiiF.! west ncWCL of S/B 1-5 on-raiHT: 


Q NO 

NO. VEHU INVL'O. 

one 


CLASS OF COLLISION 

□ 1. Fatal □ 1. At Inter- 

, f—I section 

□ 2. Inlury ^ N°' . 

f—I intersection 

a - _ _ I_I 3. On Public. 

3-i-i Propeity 
LJ 4. On Private 
Property 


nter- ] 

lion U 

£_J 


INVESTIGATED 


ra at 

^ SCENE 


FOR OFFICE USE 


street □ not at 


PARTY I DRIVEH S LICENSE NUMBER 

1 


NAME tFIRST, MIDDLE, LAST) 

JOHN CHARLES SMITH #4047 


STREET ADDRESS 

1401 Broadwa 


PAfiKEO CITY/STATE/ZIP 
VEH. 




IMO. FORM SENT D 


SAFETY VEH. YR. MAKE/MOOEL/COLOR 



LICENSE NUMBER 


E091830 #1207 CA 


Northern Beach Team N-9 


San Diego, Ca 92101 


WEIGHT 


1^1 


^^"’ [1988 Ford Crown Vic-4dr. 


OWNER'S NAME/ADDRESS Q SAME AS DRIVER 

City of San Diego, 2010 2nd Ave. Suite 800 

DIR. OF I ON STREET OR HIGHWAY ~ fsPEED I SPEED 

TRAVEL , luiT 

E 1100 SeaWorld Drive 30 Tff 

—--- DESCRIBE VEHICLE DAMAGE 

j ; V- IX XX I D UNKN. n NONE CD minor 

—L- /X-'X J' ]@(moo. D major D total 


CD minor 

D TOTAL 


HOME PHONE 

BUSINESS PHONE 

( ) 


INSURANCE CARRIER 

POUCY NUMBER 

SELF-CITY 

OF SAN DIEGO 

DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER STATE CLASS SAFETY 

EQUIP. 


DISPOSITION OF VEHICLE ON orders OF: O OFFICER □ DRIVER 50 OTHER 

NORTHERN POLICE GARAGE 




VIOLATION CHARGED 
- 2 _ 


DRIVER NAME (FIRST. MIDDLE, LAST) 
□ 


PEDES* STREET ADDRESS 
TRIAN 



OWNER'S NAME/AODRESS Q SAME AS DRIVER 


DIR. OF ON STREET OR HIGHWAY 
TRAVEL 



OTHER HOME PHONE 


( _ ) 


INSURANOE CARRIER 


SKETCH 

SEE LARGE DIAGRM 


BUSINESS PHONE 
(_) 


POLICY NUMBER 


INITIAL CONTACT POINT__ 

188' 9" W of WCL 1-5 S/B on-ramp 

44 ' 4 " N of NCL of 1100 Sea World Drive 



DESCRIBE VEHICLE DAMAGE 


' UNKN. U-I NONE 


^ MINOR 

C TOTAL 


I_MOD. LJ MAJOR LJ TOTAL 


DISPOSmON OF VEHICLE ON ORDERS OF: Q OFFICER Q DRIVER □ OTHER 


VIOLATION CHARGED 
_ 2 _ 


O 


INDICATE 

NORTH 


INVESTIGATION NARRATIVE/ADOITIONAL WITNESSES 


SEE COLLISION SUMMARY 



PO-164 {Rev. 1-88) 



COLLISION NUMBER; 






































*E)5PLAIN IN NARRATIVE 

DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE 




ADDRESS OF DAMAGED PROPERTY 


COMPLAINT OP PAIN DRIVER I PASS. I PEO. 




YES Q Q eeLT Q HetWET 
SAFETY DEVICE IN USE* NO Q □ CHILD RESTRAINT 


U D SELT Q HELMET 
SAFETY DEVICE IN USE* NO Q □ CHILD RESTRAINT 


TAKEN TO (INJURED ONLY) BY 



2. VIOLATED PEO RT. 

OF WAY 

3. VIOLATED RT, OF WAY 
AUTO 

4. PED. IN VIOLATION 

5. FOLLOWING CLOSE 
e, WRONG SIDE OF RO. 

7. IMPROPER PASSING 

8. IMPROPER TURN 

9. DISREOAROEDSTOP 

10. DISREGARDED TRAP. 
SIGNAL 

1J. IMPROPER SIGNAL 

12. IMPROPER START 

13. NOUGHTS 

14. OTHER*_ 


VEHICLE DEFECTS 




VC SECTION 
2. VIOLATION _ 


VISION OBSCUREMENTS 


5- STOP AND GO TRAFFIC 


6. NON-CONTACT VEHICLE 


7. PREVIOUS COLLISION 


8. AVOIDING OBJECT 


10. NONE APPARENT 


VEHICLE ACTION 


t. GOING STRAIGHT 
AHEAD 

2. CHANGING LANES 

3. MAKING RIGHT TURN 

4. MAKING LEFT TURN 

5. MAKING U TURN 

e. SLOWING OR 
STOPPING 

7. STARTING IN 
TRAFFIC 

8. STARTING FROM 
PARKED POSITION 

9. STOPPED IN TRAFFIC 

10. PARKED 

11. BACKING 

,9 DRIVERLESS 
MOVING VEH. 


ROAD CONDITION 


1. DRY 

2. WET 

3. SLIPPERY 

4. OTHER*__ 


CONSTRUCTION ZONE 


1. BARRICADES PRESENT 

2. ROAD CONSTR. 

3. OTHER CONSTR. 


TRAFFIC CONTROL 


1. TRAFF1C8IGNALFUNC. 

2. TRAP. SIO. NOT FUNC. 

3. STOP SIGN 

4. WARNING ON YIELD 

5. FLASHING SIGNAL 

6. RR SIGNAL 

7. OFFICER OR 
WATCHMAN 

a NO CONTROL 
® PRESENT 

9 OTHER*_ 


LIGHT CONDITION 


1. DAYLIGHT 

2. DAWN, DUSK 

3. DARKNESS 


2. H80 • NOT UNDER INFLU. 

3. HBO - IMPAIRMENT UNK. 


TEST ADM. 


1. BLOOD/URINE 

2. BREATH 

3. COORDINATION 


PHYSICAL DEFECT 


1. DEF. EYES/HEARINO 

2. PHYSICAL HANDICAP 

3. ILL 

4. SLEEPY/FATK3UED 

5. OTHER •_ 

6. APPARENTLY NORMAL 


PED’S CONDITION 


1. HAD NOT BEEN DRINKING 

2. HAD BEEN DRINKING 

3. UNOS^ DRUG INPLU 


1. PHYSICAL HANDICAP 

2. APPARENUV NORMAL 

3. NOT KNOWN 

4. OTHER * _ _ 


PED'S ACTION 


1. WALKING 

2. RUNNING 

3. STANDING 

4. SITTING OR LAYING 

s. walking bicycle 

8, ON TRICYCLE 
7. ON SKATEBOARD 
a. OTHER*__ 


1. STANDING TRAFFIC 


2. PARKED CAR OR TRUCK 


3. BUS AT BUS STOP 


4. NO STREET LIGHTS 


5. HEADLIGHT GLARE 


6. SUN GLARE 


7, OTHER* 


PED ATTEMPTED EVASIVE ACTION 

yesD noD unkD 


DRIVER ATTEMPTED EVASIVE ACTION 
YES □ NO □ UNK □ 


PED CROSSINGIN 


1. LEGAL UNMARKED CROSSWALK 


2. MARKED CROSSWALK 


3, MARKED SCHOOL CROSSWALK 

4. NOT IN CROSSWALK 


5. OTHER* __ 


WHERE WAS PED STRUCK? 


1. IN ROADWAY AT INTERSECTION 


2, IN ROADWAY NOT AT INTERSECTION 


3. IN ALLEY 


4 ON SIDEWALK 


9. ON SHOULDER 


6. OTHER* • _ 


WHAT WAS PED DOING? 


1. CROSSING WITH SIGNAL 

2. CROSSING AGAINST SIGNAL 

3. CROSSING UNSiGNALIZEO INTERSECTION 

4. CROSSING INT. DIAGONALLY 

5. WALKING ALONG ROAD; 

A. FACING TRAFFIC 

B. NOT FACING TRAFFIC 
8. GETTING ON/OFF VEHICLE 
7 PUSHING OR WORKING 
^'ON VEHICLE 

8. OTHER WORKING IN ROAD 

9. GOING TO OR FROM BUS 
to GOING TO OR FROM 

ICE CREAM VENDOR 

11. PLAYING IN STREET 

12. PLAYING NEXT TO STREET 

ti ACaOENTLY ENTERED 
STREET 

14. ENTERING BEHIND 
PARKED VEHICLE 


1.0. NUMBER 


Sergeant 


DIVISION 

N-9 


DATE - TIME 

Af 

7-28-90 1800 








































































































SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION INTERVIEWS 

(Drlver/Passenger/Wltness) Pg 


COLLISION LOCATION 

1100 Sea World Drive 

S7-04-90 

??30 

^ DRIVER 
U OCCUR 

a WIT. 

NAME 

John C. SMITH #4047 

ADDRESS 

1401 Broadway San Diego 

PHONE HOME 

VSH.II 

One 

This interview was conducted on 7-24-90 at approximately 1330 hours. 




SMITH stated essentiallm^the following: 


I was driving. The accident happened about 10:30 P M. We were heading into the station 
after we had left the command post. The traffic o n Sea World Drive was real heavy. I was 
driving through the center island to get around traffic. I was not responding to a call. 

I had my yellow amber on and the red light to the front on. I was tapping the siren. 

I hit the island just before 1-5. I drove s traight to the station. I looked at the 
car at the station. I didn't notice any d amage. This was about IIHS PM. 

I was going about 30 mph when I lait the island. 


D DRIVER 
SI OCCUR. 
□ WIT. 

NAME 

Peter J. CARUSO #4009 

ADDRESS 

1401 Broadway San Diego 

PHONE HOME 

VEH.P 

One— 

...- 1 

This interview was conducted on 7-24-90 at approximately 0730 hours. 


■fito 



John was driving. We were heading into the station. Traffic was real heavy because of 


the fireworks. We were going about 50 mph. We h it the raised center island around 1-5. 

We parked the car near the car wash. I looked at the fr ont of car and didn't see any damage. 
We were not going to a cover call._ 





p P 


I.D. NUMBER 

2699 

DIVISION 

N-9 

1800 i 

1 


PD-166A (fleu, 1.87) (USE ANOTHER FORM 1S6A IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED FOR INTERVIEWS) 








SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION INTERVIEWS 


(Drlver/Passenger/Witness) 




COLLISION LOCATION 


1100 Sea World Drive 



_ This interview was conducted over the telephone on 7-9-90 a t approximately 

1410 hou rs. s tated essentially the following : 

I was with We w^ere on Sea World Drive heading towards thfi 


I was wi th^^^ ^^J. We w^ere on Sea World Drive heading towar ds the freeway. I was about 
10:50 PM. It was after the fireworks and traffic was really backed up. I was in the fast 
lane, (N-1). I had my windows down. I saw flashing lights. I di d not hear a siren. 

The police car was going about 50 mph. I heard a skid and saw th em hit the island. They 
went airborne. IVlien they hit the ground two hubcaps came off the car. I thought they 
might have hit a sign, but I can't swear to it. 




COLL. NO. 
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SAN DIEGO POUCE DEPARTMENT 

COLLISION SUMMARY , 

Pg .. of 


COLLISION LOCATION 

1100 Sea World Drive 

DATE 

■ 7-4- 

90 

TIME 

2230 

PERSON C1TBO 

DATE OF BIRTH 

CHARCE 

APPEARANCE DATE 

PERSON CITED 

DATE OP BIRTH 

_1 

CHARGE 

APPEARANCE DATE 


OFFICER’S CONCLUSIONS: (SUMMARIZE the coll inv. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 


Officer John C. SMITH #4047 was driving Unit #1207, a marked police sedan, California 

license E091830. Officer Peter J. CARUSO #4009 was the passenger officer. _ 

SMITH was driving e/b on Sea World Drive at approximately 2250 hours. _ 


The weather was cool and clear. The roadway surfaces were free from visable debris. 
Traffic was very heavy due to the holiday and associated firework displays. 1100 
Sea World Drive is a two-laned roadway. At the time of this incident both of the 
e/b lanes were full of traffic. _ 


SMITH was enroute to the Northern substation to secure from his shift. SMITH _ 

activated his rear amber and front red light. amTH drove into the simulated island 
to avoid the traffic congestion. SMITH would occasionally tap his vehicle's siren. 
SMITH was not responding to any emergency radio call. _ 


As SMITH was driving e/b through the island he approached a 12" raised center _ 

median. SMITH was driving aoproximately 50 mph at this point. SMITH was driving at 

too great a speed to avoid striking the island. SMITH attempted evasive action by _ 

braking. SMIIH's vehicle left 50 feet of locked wheel skid prior to striking the island. 


' MITH strU<X the raised island. The force of the impact caused the vehicle to become 


airborne. The vehicle travelled approximately 20 feet before landing on the 

I O 

R 

3 r 

p P 

1 



REPC 

IN, Sergeant 

1.0. NUMBER 

2699 

DIVISIOM 

N-9 

DATE AND TIME 

7-28-90 1800 

PD 

-1 56 (REV. 1-87) 

(USE ANOTHER FORM 156 IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED FOR SUMMARY/NARRATIVE) 
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SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


) 


nni I <^LJMMARY 



OFFICER’S CONCLUSIONS: (summarize the coll inv. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 
raised median. 



Gouge marks were found at the point of impact and on the median where the undercarriage 
struck the median. SMITH continued to drive on the median until he reached tlie 1-5 off-ramp 
traffic signal. SMITH drove off the median and proceeded n/b on 1-5. 

SMITH drove the vehicle to the Northern station where he parked the vehicle adjacent 
the the car wash. SMITH and CARUSO examined the vehicle but indicated that they did 
not notice any damage. 



noticed that the vehicle difficult to steer and that the rea rview mirror was 
missing. Unit 1207 was place<ion a hoist where substantial damage was located. The damage 
included a cracked right turn lens , damaged oil pan, damaged stabilizer bars, both front 
rims were bent and dents to the hood from the engine striking it. 



Traffic Officers D. JENNES #3594, S.THOMPSON #3746 and Sergeant W. CI^M #1484 responded 
to Northern Division on 7-6-90 when Officers SMITH and CARUSO had been identified as 
the individuals who were in Unit 1207 when the damage had occurred. Officers THOMPSON, 

JENNES, SMITH, CAURO and myself went to 1100 Sea World Drive where the collision _ 

scene was located. This was on 7-6-90 at 2100 hours. 



Officers SMITH and CARUSD told the traffic officers (JENNES and THOMPSON) that they were 
responding to a "COVER NOW" call at De Anza Cove when the accident occurred. SMITH 



PO-ia6 (Rev. 9*8?) 


(USE ANOTHER FORM 156 IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED FOR SUMMARYJNARRATIVE) 













SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION SUMMARY 


Pg_J:^of^ 


COLLISION LOCATION 

1100 Sea World Drive 



DATE ! 

7-4-90 

TIME 

2230 

PERSON CITED 

DATE OF BIRTH 

CHARGE 


APPEARANCE DATE 

PERSON CITED 

DATE OF BIRTH 

CHARGE 

! 

APPEARANCE DATE 


OFFICER’S CONCLUSIONS; (summarizethe collinv. witha word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 


his emergency lights and siren when he struck the raised median. SMITH and CARUSO 
told the investigating units that the collision occurred at approximately 1800 


hours. 


Further investigation revealed that the collision occurred at 2230 hourss Officer 
SMITH was not properly operating his emergency equipment when the collision occurred. 


(THE COLLISION DIAGRAM FROM THE INITIAL REPORT, DATED 7-6-90 BY OFFICER TH)MPSON #3746 
IS ACCURATE AS TO THE ICP AND MEASUREMENTS. IT WILL ALSO BE USED IN THIS REPORT) 



REPORTING OFFICER 

l.D. NUMBER 

DIVISION 

DATE AND TIME 

Richard M. O'HANLON 

2699 

1 

N-9 

7-28-90 , 1800 



PD-1 56 (REV. 1-87) 


(USE ANOTHER FORM 156 IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED FOR SUMMARY/NARRATIVE) 


COLL. NO. 











SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION SUMMARY 

Pg-sS-ofZ^ 


COLLISION LOCATION .. .—-^ 

DATE 

TIME 

OFFICER’S CONCLUSIONS: (summarize the coll inv. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charqe., 

I 



REPORTING OFFICER 


LO. NUMBER 


DIVISION 


DATE AND TIME 


PD-156 (Rev, 9-87) 


(USE ANOTHER FORM 156 IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED FOR SUMMARY/NARRA TIVE) 



SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


PAGE _ S _OF 


Collision Diagram 



PAGE 


I SKID-SPEED INFORMATION. 


DESCRIPTION OF ROADWAY 


TYPE OF ROAD/CON DITIONl 


SKID DATA 


CENTRIFUGAL SCUFF I 


















































EMPLOYEE AND VEHICLE INFORMATION 



, SUPERVISORS VEHICLE ACCIDE 
INVESTIGATION REPORT 


ORIGINAL - SAFETY Dl V ISION MS a7A 

yellow -claims “<S51b 

GREEN - ORIGIN ATIN G DEPT. 


I. EMPLOYEE NAME (PRINT LAST, FIRST. M.L; \z. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 


■^TTH. John C. 


6. JOB CLASSIFICATION 

Police Officer II 


LESS THAN 30 DAYS □ 

I TO 3 MONTHS O 

4 MOS. TO I YEAR D 

1 TO S YEARS 
OVER 5 YEARS □ 


6, EMPLOYEE STATUS 
PERM PART TIME □ 
PERM FULL TIME 



3. DEPT./Dl VISION 

Police-Northern 


4- DATE OF ACCIDENT 
.^MO. I DAY I YR. 

- . ---- ,07 04 Qn 

7. EMPLOYEE WORKING Ovi-RiT ME w T Ten ACCIDENT' 


8. TIME IN CLASSIFICATION,! 9. EMPLOYED WITH CITY: ||'o. 


HOURLY 

LIMITED 


a 

D 


LESS THAN I YEAR □ 
1 TO S YEARS 
6 TO 10 YEARS CH 

OVER 10 YEARS D 


EXPERIENCE WITH 

VEHI 

IN TRAINING 

□ 

LESS THAN 3 MOS. 

□ 

4 MOS.. TO I YEAR 

□ 

1 TO 5 YEARS 

JX 

OVER 5 YEARS 

□ 


OCCURRED? 

NO n EXTENDED SHIFT □ 


1 1. CITY VEHICLE: 

yes g 

NO □ 


CALL BACK KH 


12. IF YES, GIVE 


'3- VEHICLE SIZE & TYPE (EX. TON P/U j 

4 door sedan 


I 4.VEHICLE MAKE Si YEAR (E.G.FORD/1969 | 

1988 Ford 


Parked q 

STOPPED IN TRAFFIC □ 
PREPARING TO STOP □ 
STARTING IN TRAFFIC Q 
moving FORWARD K) 


LEFT TURN 
RIGHT TURN 
U-TURN 
ROLLAWAY 
BACKING 


□ 

□ 

□ 

n 

n 


changing lanes 

OTHER (BE SPECIFIC) 


□ 

n 


17. DAMAGE TO: (CHECK ALL THaT 

APPLY) - 

CITY VEHICLE H 

EMPLOYEE VEHICLE □ 

OTHER VEHICLE □ 

CITY PROPERTY til 

OTHER PROPERTY □ 


<8, INJURIES: 


NONE 

CITIZEN 

EMPLOYEE 

BOTH 


□ 

□ 


18. ACCIDENT SITE: 

STREET Q OFF ROAD □ 

ALLEY CJ LANDFILL □ 

PARK C] PRIVATE PROP O 

BEACH □ CITY YARD □ 

FREEWAY Q OTHER O 


19. TYPE OF RESPONSE: 
EMERGENCY □ NON-EMBR. CS 

- 

20. 

ACCIDENT PROPERLY REPORTED 

yes O fsjQ CS 

1 IMt Oh ACCIDENT HAD TRAINING BEEN GIVEN*----- 

7to'^6 MONTH^ R ? TO ^ O 

1 TO 6 MONTHS Q 1 TO 5 YEARS □ NONE GIVEN 1=1 

22. LOCATION OF ACCIDENT: 

1100 Sea World Drive 

23.TIME OF DAY 

_Llk2D_ g;-; 


SEE ATTACHED REPORT 


_THIS REPORT IS A REVISION OF THE SUPERVISOR'S RFJ>0RT SUBMITTED 07-07-90. 


PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT (WHY DID THE ACCIDENT OCCUR). 

-SPEED FOR C ONDITIDNS. _ 


WHAT HAS BEEN/WILL BE DONE TO PREVENT RECURRENCE 


T HIS mT . T . T . STON WTT . T, B E REVIF.tVED AT THE COEMAND LEVET. FOR DISPOSTION 



7 Sergeant 


RM-1507 (Rov. 1-88) 


APPOINTING AUTHORITY: 





I SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


) (occurr.): j^iy 4 ^ 4990 


TIME (occurr.): 

LOCATION: 

SUBJECT; 


2230 hours 

1100 Sea World Drive 

Supervisor's Investigation of Police Equipment Collision 


Officer John C. SMITH #4047 was driving police equipment number 1207 on July 4 
1990. Officer Peter J. CARUSO #4009 was the passenger officer. 

Officers S4ITH and CMUSO were headed to the Northern Division substation to 
secure from their shift. Traffic was extremely congested on Sea World Drive 
due to the holiday and associated firework displays. Traffic for both lanes 
of eastbound Sea World Drive^v^^ basically gridlocked. 

SMITH was proceeding eastbound on Sea World Drive. As SMITH encountered the 
congestion he drove into the simulated center is-V^nd. The island is delineated 
by double yellow lines. As SMITH entered the island he activated his rear flash¬ 
ing yellow light and front red light of the vehicle's overhead light bar. SMITH 
was driving approximately 30-35 mph at this point. This was at 2230 hours. 

SMITH was NOT responding to an emergency radio call or any other call for service. 


As SMITH proceeded through the island he encountered a raised ashaltic center 
median. SMITH was drving too fast to avoid striking this median. The front 
of Lhit #1207 struck the median. SMITH and CARUSO were travelling with suffici- 
ant speed to cause the vehicle to become airborne. The vehicle travelled for 
approximately 20 feet befor landing on the median. 

The force of the landing caused the vehicle to "bottom out". This action caused 
the undercarriage to strike the median. SMITH proceeded through the median. 
SMITH drove off of the median and took the northbound 1-5 onramp. SMITH drove 
Unit #1207 to Northern where he parked it near the car wash. 

Both (2ARUS0 and SMITH stated that they examined the vehicle for damage when 
they arrived at Northern. Both CARUSO and SMITH stated that they did not see 
any damage. CARUSO and SMITH stated that the steering of the vehicle was "off" 
as they were driving to the substation. This was at approximately 2300 hours. 

On Thursday morning, 07-05-90, at approximately 0700 hours. Northern Division 
garage personnel located the damaged vehicle. Lieutenant R. JAMES #1469 was 
advised of the damaged vehicle,shortly after its discovery. 

Equipment number 1207 is a pool car that is normally assigned to the Northern 
Division Beach Enforcement Team. 

On Thursday morning, 07-05-90, Lieutenant JAMES contacted me and advised me of 
the damaged vehicle^ I recall seeing SMITH and CARUSO drving a black and white 

I do not recall the equipment number. SMITH and 


S^eant I.D. #^^99_____Division N-B.E.T. 
Approved By ___Date of this report 07-29-90 Time^^OO 



PDIS3A (11-771 






) SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 

, DATE (occurt.): 07-04-90 
TIME (occurr.): 2230 hours 
LOCATION: 1100 Sea World Drive 

SUBJECT: Police Equipment Collision-page two 


On 07-06-90 I was in the process of trying to locate SMITH and CARUSO'S Daily 
Activity Journal for 07-04-90. I could not locate this document. During brief- 
ing I asked CARUSD and SMITH where the journal was. They stated that they had 
accidentally left the journal at the lifeguard station on 07-04-90. I instruct¬ 
ed them to locate the journal and bring it to me immediately after they located 
it. (This document would contain the vehicle number that a4ITH and CARUSO were 
driving on 07-04-90.) 

I saw SMITH and CARUSO talking to a mechanic at the garage area. Ikiit 1207 
up on the rack while SMITH and CARUSO were talking to the mechanic. SMITH 
stated at this point, "I guess I really damaged the car." This was at approx¬ 
imately 1820 hours. 

A Traffic unit and supervisor responded to Northern. These officers were D. 
JENNES #3594 and S. THOMPSON #3746. Traffic Sergeant W. CLEM #1184 also responded 
to Northern Division. 

The damage to Unit 1207 includes but is not limited to the following: bent front 
rims, broken gear shift indicator, fractured right turn lens, front bumper damage, 
hood damage, and substantial engine, frame and undercarriage damage. 

The collision scene was located at 1100 Sea World Drive. The initial contact 
point was determined by the gouge mark found on the raised ashalt median. 

Officers SMITH and CARUSO:told the traffic units that they were reponding to a 
"COVER NOW" call at De Anzf\Cove at approximately 1800 hours when they struck 
the median. SMITH stated that he was driving with his emergency equipment 
activiated. Officer CARUSO verified this statement. Both CARUSO and SMTIH 
wrote witten reports, ARJIS 9's, about how the accident happened. These reports 
were included in the collision report made by Officers JENNES and THOMPSCN. 

Subsequent investigation revealed that MTH and CARUSD's verbal and written 
statements as to the time and manner of the accident were untruthful. 

I have prepared an "AMENDED" collision report which will be forwarded. 

Based on the damage to Unit 1207 and the damage located at the collision scene 
the following conclusion is reached: 

Officer John C. SMITH #4047 was driving in an unauthorized manner, yellow 
and red lights only, when he struck the raised center median. Officer SMITH 
gave an untruthful) statment to myself, verbal and written, and to the traffic 
officers as to the time and manner of the collision. Officer SMITH was driving 
a police unit in an unsafe manner to avoid traffic congestion while enroute 
to secure not reponding to an emergency or any other call 

Reporting ,'Eergeant I.D. # 2699 Division -E .T. 

Approved By _Date of this report 07-29-90 19.&0 


PO-1 53 A (1 !-77) 



I SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


) 


' date (occurr.): July 4, 1990 


TIME (occurr.): 

LOCATION: 

SUBJECT; 


2230 hours 

1100 Sea World Drive 

Police Equipnent Collision-page three 


when the collision occurred. Officer SMITH was also'untruthful-as to the thre 
and manner of the collision on form RM-1S51 (Yehicle Damage Report]. Based on 
the damage to Unit 1207 Officer MTH should have reasonably know that he was 
^volved in a police equipment collision. SMITH failed to properly report 
the accident to a police supervisor according to established police proceedures. 

Officer ^USO gave untruthful statements, verbal and written, to myself and 
the traffic officers. Officer CARUSO should have reasonably known that he and 
nis partner, John SMITH, were involved in a police equipment collision and should 
have reported the collision to a police supervisor. (AiRUSO’s untruthful state¬ 
ments were given on 07-06-90, when the initial police equipment collision report 
was completed. ^ 



Division ^ B.E.T. 


Approved By 


Date of this report 07-29-90 Time 1200 


PD I 53 A (I 1-771 
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CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 385 

DATE: August 1, 1990 

TO: Sergeant R. O'Hanlon, Northern Division 

FROM: Detective J. A. Stewart, Traffic Investigations 

SUBJECT: RE: Equipment #1207 


On July 11, 1990, I inspected Police Equipment #1207 at the request of 
Sergeant R. O'Hanlon. The purpose of the inspection was to determine if 
the damage to this car was of the nature that would be readily apparent to 
the driver. In addition Sergeant O'Hanlon asked me to see if I could find 
any damage that was consistent with the car hitting a metal sign pole. 

The damage to this car was rather severe. The force of the impact 
dislodged the motor from its mounts, forcing it up and causing two (2) 
dents in the hood. The suspension and transmission linkage also sustained 
severe damage. After inspecting the car I formed the opinion that it would 
be reasonable to conclude ^ny driver would be aware of the damage. 

I did not find any damage that would be consistent with impacting a sign 
pole. 

Sergeant O'Hanlon and i went to the collision scene. There I found gouges 
in the raised asphaltic concrete island that were consistent with the 
damage on Unit 1207. There was a portion of metal sign post on the island 
that was in the path of the car. The break in this portion was old as 
evidenced by an accumulation of dirt and rust. It is my opinion, this sign 
pole was not involved in this incident. When I completed the inspection I 
photographed the scene and gave the film to SerdeanfTO'Hanlnn. 


Detective J. A. Stewart 
Traffic Investigation Unit 


JS:lk 


JS.2175,,117 





CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
RISK MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 


ORIGINAL.SAFETY 

green.CLAIMS 

YELLOW . , . DEPT./D1V. RETAIN 


REPORT ACCIDENT 

> ALL DAMAGE MUST BE 
INVESTIGATED BY 
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR 
DEPARTMENT AND DIVISION 


VEHICLE DAMAGE REPORT 


TELEPHONE 


CITY FILE NO. 








INJURY TO CITY OPERATOR, IF ANY, AND FILE FORM ES-1531A • EMPLOYE^NJUR^REPORT* 


O 


VEHICLE MAKE 

YEAR 

_Eos;:^_ 

88 


BODY TYPE 


P CHECK HOW DAMAGE OCCURREDt 
^ □ VANDALISM □ UNKNOWN 

VEH 1C LE ACCIDENT CD INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT 
□ OTHER I 


DESCRIBE DAMAGE (BE SPECIFIC)! 



ADDRESS 

5 FA«rT(?^TC 


ADDRESS 


TEL EPHONE 


NAME OF DRI VER 


^ I REGISTERED OWN ER 

O. 

cc 

O 



INJURY (FILE FORM ES-1531A) 


INJURY (FILE FORM ES-1631AJ 


DRIVERS LICENSE NO, 


VEHICLE LICENSE NO. 


VEHICLE MAKE 


IBODY TYPE 


^ ORI VER'INJURY —. 

CC 

iu 2. 

CL _ • _r—___ 

O INJURED PASSENGER OR P £ DES T Rl AN I A G El ADDRESS 
CC 

^ 3. 

[j INJURED PASSENGER OR PEDESTRIAN TgE~^d”dRESS 

o 


VEHICLE DAMAGE - DESCRIBE^ 


GE| ADDRESS 


NON-VEHICULAR DAMAGE - DESCRIBE - LOCATION 


TELEPHONE 

INJURY 

TELEPHONE 

INJURY 

TELEPHONE 

INJURY 



TELEPHONE 

PASS. 

PED. 

TELEPHONE 

PASS. 

PED. 



LOCATION OF A^IOENT /) 


DESCRIBE HOW DAMAGE OCCURRED - USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NEEDED. 

DRAW AND INCLUDE DIAGRAM IF IT WILL HELP YOU EXPLAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 

J. \/(/O OcJi Oo(2cc? 

"T i\n ('' r'_. /9 

A'^-^vw'CP 

A ^MC,Zy X 10^5^ 

yi^ijcLr Sg \a? X 


LOCATION AT TIME OF 
ACCIDENT 


POLICE AGENCY INVESTIGATING 


PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BLOCK 


CLT./08L. IrIapIaI RES. 


ir 




INFO 


A.R.B. 




























































DUE: 09-15-90 



CITY MANAGER 
VEHICLE COLLISION REVIEW 
AND PREVENTION PROGRAM 
REPORT 
#90-207 


DEPT./DIVISION 


POLICE/NORTHERN 


TRAFFIC 


ROUTING; 

CHAIRPERSON FORWARDS TO 

appointing authority for 

ACTION. WHO FORWARDS TO 
dept, head for review, 
dept, head forwards to 
aAvFGWV DIVISION. M.S.VSYV^ 70' 


< 

H 

< 

Q 

LU 

UJ 

t 


o 

o 


> 

UJ 

cc 


NAME OF EMPLOYEE (LAST, FIRST, M.l.) 

ACCIDENT DATE 

DATE OF REVIEW 

WAS ACCIDENT 

REPORTED YES'E^ ^ 

SMITH, John #4047 

07-04-90 

08-15-90 

PROPERLY 


DOES THE EMPLOYEE POSSESS A CITY 
DRIVER'S LICENSE? 


YES O 


NO 


DRIVE THIS VEHICLE? 


(^X 


NO □ 


POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AS PER A.R. 75.50? 

NO □ 




BRIEFLY DESCRIBE HOW AND WHY THE ACCIDENT OCCURRED, INCLUDE EMPLOYEE AND/OR SUPERVISORY FAILURE WHICH MAY 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED. NOTE ANY FAILURE TO OBEY CITY AND/OR DEPT. POLICIES OR PROCEDURES. BE SPECIFIC. 

Officer SMITH was the driver of a marked police, (Equipment #1207). The passenger 
was Officer Peter CARUSO #4009. The officers were enroute to the Northern Area 
Station at the end of their shift. Because of the 4th of July fireworks vehicular 
congestion,northbound lanes of Sea World Dr. were blocked with stop and go trafnc. 
SMITH activated his overhead emergency lights and entered the center island with the 
intent of passing the congested traffic to travel northbound on 1-5. SMITH was 
driving at an estimated thirty (30) miles per hour when he collided with the raised 
center island. His vehicle began airbourne after the collision. The undercarriage 
sustained extensive damage. The officers initially failed to report the damage. 

After being confronted they told the investigating officer the collision occurred 
earlier in their shift as they were responding Code 3 to a cover call. An amended 
report was prepared by their immediate supervisor. 


CO 

(J 

z 

Q 

H 


PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT 

Speed 

NON-PREVENTABLE □ 

CATEGORY 1 □ 

PREVENTABLE category 2D 

CATEGORY 

NO VEHICLE 'N^tJSTRIAL INCIDENT D 

ACCIDENT other"":;::::: S 


9? 

cj CO 


H 

Z 

o 

o 

< 


JCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONSi _ j i _£ 

Officer SMITH was driving at an unsafe speed and willfully disregarded the safety of 
the other motorists on the roadway. He violated Dept. Procedures 1.13 III, B, 2 & J. 
when he activated his emergency lights and drove in the painted center^sla^^^g^ 
around the congested traffic. ___ 


LIST ALL ACCIDENTS (EXCLUDING NVA'S) EMPLOYEE HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN WITHIN LAST 3 YEARS 


11-17-87 Preventable Category 1 
08-03-89 Preventable Category 1 
01-05-90 Non-Preventable. 


Two hour driving class. 
Warning. 


PLEASE INDICATE ALL MEASURES TAKEN TO PREVENT RECURRENCE. IF PREVENTABLE. PROVIDE 
CATEGORY AND DIS^PLINARY ACTION TAKEN. EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES MUST BE EXPLAINED. 
SECTION 7.3 OF A.R. 76.12 SHOULD BE RE-READ. 


IF THIS IS EMPLOYEE'S FIRST PREVENTABLE ACCIDENT IN THREE YEARS WAS TRAINING 
OPTION OFFERED? IF NOT. EXPLAIN. 


YES 

NO 




APPOINTING AUTHORITY/DATE 


jliRPERSON SIGNATURE/C 


I HAVE REVIEWED THIS 
REPORT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A.R. 75.12. 


DEPT. HEAD SIGNATURE/DATE 








CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 
DATE: 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


John C. Smith, Police Officer II, I.D. #4047 
-James B. Sing, Commanding Officer, Northern Division 
Notice of Departmental Appeal Rights 


After consideration of the information provided during your Skelly interview on 
^Slv£'-D Sk^iLbf, I have decided to forward my recommendation for your 

i-o the Chief of Police. You have the right to appeal the 
recommended discipline to the Chief of Police prior to any disciplinary.action 
being taken. In order to appeal, you must submit a written appeal to the 
Chief s Office within three_(3) working days of receipt of this notice. Failure 
to make written appeal within the three day period will be deemed a waiver of 
your right to appeal this disciplinary action within the Department. 


noTfig Ufticer . 


This Notice of Departmental Appeal Procedure was handed to me in the presence 

_ on I have been given full 

explanation as to my right of appeal within the Department and instructions on 
how to proceed. Receipt of this memorandum is acknowledged. 


pioyee's Signature 




